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The Most Rev. Lynne E. McNaughton, Bishop

December 22, 2021

Dear People of the Diocese of Kootenay,

Greetings in the name of Christ.

Yesterday, after consultation with senior clergy, I made the decision to move immediately to on-line
worship only, because I see this as our part in protecting the vulnerable.  I communicated this to wardens
and clergy by letter last evening. They will have the details of the implementation of this policy.

I am deeply aware this is very hard for congregations and worshiping communities. Throughout Advent
clergy, musicians, and choirs have been energetically working to prepare our best worship offerings, to
give voice to our praise and joy.  I understand the timing is awful.  We are responding to an urgent
situation, so it will be wise to lower our expectations, to be gentle with each other, to find solutions that
are reasonable and doable, not to exhaust clergy and lay leaders, to make do rather than overextend.

Our need to be together with loved ones and with neighbours and with our church communities is a very
real human need, not adequately satisfied  by our on-line meetings.  We are, after all, incarnational beings,
embodied spirits;  physical presence matters;  God made us this way.   God knows this, so much that
when God longed to show the world the immensity of Divine Love, God chose to become human, to be in
our midst, to enter the world as a vulnerable baby.

This to me is the immense Good News, this God who knows intimately the weakness of being human.  It
is to this God we turn this Christmas, to the One who enters into the suffering, disappointments, anxiety
and heartaches of being human. God is with us in all of this complex and agonizing time. I pray that in
spite of the restrictions to Christmas celebrations, you will hear anew the Joyful proclamation that Christ
is born, that the Divine and Human World are connected because of this birth, that we are not alone:  God
is with us!  May you know again that joy is deeper than the present circumstances;  Joy is because God is
faithfully present bringing Light into the darkness.

Yours in Christ,

Lynne McNaughton
Bishop of Kootenay
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