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Recognizing and Exploring Ministries 

Some Ideas for Group Discussion 

For the Whole Group  

Have people stand as their ministry is recognized e.g. 

a. within the liturgy – ordained, intercessors, readers 

b. the parish – council, maintenance, women’s group, men’s group, prayer 

team, music, altar guild   

c. in the community – refugee support, hospital volunteers, meals on wheels, 

service clubs 

d. in personal service to others – spiritual, moral or physical support for 

friends or family 

 

For Small Groups 

1. Using the baptismal vows as a reflection for people to consider what they are 

doing and/or might do within and without the church in the areas of worship, 

teaching, prayer, community service, social justice or environment 

a. Which of these vow(s) most impacts my life? 

b. What skills/gifts/attitudes do I have that will let me live out that vow(s)? 

c. What is my deepest hope for the world? What is it in me that makes me 

choose this particular hope? 

d. Where does the vow(s) that most impacts my life intersect with my 

deepest hope for the world? 

 

2. There are all different kinds of voices calling you to all different kinds of work, and 

the problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than of society, say, or 

the superego, or self-interest. 

 

The kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of work (a) that you need to 

do and (b) that the world needs to have done. If you find your work rewarding, 

you have presumably met requirement (a), but if your work does not benefit 

others, the chances are you have missed requirement (b).  

 

On the other hand, if your work does benefit others, you have probably met 

requirement (b), but if most of the time you are unhappy with it, the chances are 

you have not only bypassed (a) but probably aren’t helping your customers much 

either. 
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Neither the hair shirt nor the soft berth will do. The place God calls you to is the 

place where your deep gladness and the world’s hunger meet.” 

― Frederick Buechner 

 

a. What do I believe I can do well? 

b. Where do I find satisfaction in my life? 

c. What needs of the church/community/world fit with a. and b. 

 

3. What you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, 

teaching, building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing 

poems, caring for the needy, loving your neighbour as yourself— will last into 

God’s future. These activities are not simply ways of making the present life a 

little less beastly, a little more bearable, until the day when we leave it behind 

altogether. They are part of what we may call building for God’s kingdom. 

— N.T. Wright 

 

a. What do I believe God is doing in the world? 

b. What is God calling me to do in support of God’s mission? 

c. What do I need in order to answer that call? 
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