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+++ 
 
 Last Saturday, I spent all day at the Young Agrarians Winter Mixer. This event 
brought together young farmers from the Okanagan valley and surrounding areas at the 
Mission Community Hall. There are some fantastic young farmers in our area! I learned that 
the statistics for farming in Canada are strikingly similar to those of the church. Right now, 
50% of Canada’s farmers are over 60 and only about 30% are under 35. Seventy-four 
percent of farmers say they will be selling their land in the next decade and 1 in 5 farms do 
not have a business plan. Many children of farming families do not want to farm and the 
young people who do don’t know how to begin and they can’t afford land or the necessary 
start-up capital. In the self-care workshop, I heard people say: ‘well I try to take one day off 
a week’ and ‘when we come in from the farm we try not to talk about the farm’ and it all 
sounded remarkably familiar.  These stats made me wonder about the general reticence 
our fast-paced, fast-gratification world, has to the idea vocation. Not a job, or a life style, but 
a whole life devoted to slow and faithful growth. This kind of life, both in faith and on the 
farm, this slow and faithful growing of things, necessitates a bigger vision, a deep reason 
why. We were in fact told in the Farm Marketing Class: people don’t buy what you do they 
by why you do it. And the young the farmers I spoke to had a vision of what the world could 
be and how their lives as farmers helped witness to the necessity of local food security, to 
the sacredness and interconnectedness all life, and to what some of them called the 
evolving of humanity. Vision and vocation are inseparable. 
 

This morning we are given the story of the Transfiguration, that moment when Jesus 
takes Peter, James and John up a mountaintop. He takes the same three who will be there at 
his crucifixion and offers them a vision not only of who he is, not just of what will be on the 
other side of his excruciating death, but of the purpose and vocation of all humanity. 
Language is evidently failing when we hear: “the appearance of his face changed, and his 
clothes became dazzling white.”  Something indescribable is happening and it is something 
that echoes that great memory of Moses who came down the mountain carrying the 10 
commandments that set out a vision for what it meant to live in right relationship with God 
and one another. In the people’s memory, Moses’ face had changed and was shining when 
he came off the mountain.  And the marvelous thing about that text from Exodus is that the 
Hebrew word for ‘face’ is used interchangeably for the face of God, the face of Moses and 
the face of the people. 
 

And so on the mountain top all of this is being drawn on and into a vision of what 
some have called the ‘uncreated Light’ – a stunning way to talk about the glory of the God. 
Here God reveals the capacity of our humanity:  entirely human, Jesus is perfectly 
transparent to the Divine Life. In his very self now is the Covenant of God and God’s people, 
that relationship between the face of God and the people is incarnated in the fabric of our 
being. It’s the vision and possibility that Paul is getting at in our reading from Corinthians: 
“…there is freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though 
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 
to another….”. It’s an extraordinary vision of the work of God and the fulfillment of 
humanity. We are all created in the image of God and the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives 
is to make us in the likeness of God. That is, we might be so whole and healed that we 



Page 2 of 2 
 

become like Christ, transparent to that uncreated Light, so that through whatever we do 
(teaching, nursing, parenting, auto-mechanics) we might bear that light for the world. 

 
Christians over the centuries have prayerfully sought to understand what this 

means and there is the most incredible mosaic in a church in Ravenna Italy that depicts the 
Transfiguration as just a cross set on a beautiful, lush green landscape with sheep (and the 
Bishop of the day!). It tells us that the healing and transforming our humanity is 
inextricably linked to the renewal of all creation. Only as we become like Christ, who is 
humanity in perfect relationship with God, will we get all the other relationships right- with 
each other, with the land, with the whole of creation. Only as we become like Christ will be 
know what freedom and wholeness is in relationship with the created order. Paul reminds 
us that “all creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God” (Rom 
8:19); our vision as Christian people is a New Creation.  

 
It’s a Vision in which the visions of those young agrarians made sense to me, this 

inkling that what is coming and what is good is being in right relationship with all things 
and it involves us changing.  And we might understand Peter begging, let us stay here! Let 
us stay here in this vision of who Jesus is and who we might be; let stay in this reality and 
this extraordinary hope. For it is this vision that gives us our vocation as Christian people, 
gives us hope and endurance to go faithfully though the slow growth in glory in our lives. 
As baptized people we have made a lifelong pledge to the process of dying and rising 
through which God makes us more like Christ and brings the world a tiny bit more to 
fullness every time we are faithful. And so as we enter Lent we do so with a long view, not 
just of crucifixion and resurrection but of the New Creation. Spend Lent living in hope. In 
our fast-paced, fast-gratification world spend Lent reveling in vocation and let God draw 
you into to the vision of the New Creation. Offer God the freedom to work that slow growth 
of glory in and through you. 

 
Amen. 
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